
Home is where 
we are together

B ased on a true story, Finding Messi is 
about the unbreakable bond between 
a girl and her beloved cat, Messi. 

When Ukraine is attacked, eleven-year-old 
Iryna and her mother must leave everything 
behind in Kyiv, including Messi. When Messi 
goes missing, Iryna rallies the community to 
help fi nd her pet. 

Finding Messi gently explains the impact of 
war on families. Young readers will gain a better 
understanding about children around the world 
who are displaced by war through the story of 
Iryna and Messi.

Written by an American teenager who vis-
ited Poland and Ukraine in March of 2022, 
Finding Messi will open the hearts of children 
around the world.Emigration & Immigration
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Iryna Chernyak
is a thirteen-year-old seventh 
class student in Warsaw, Poland. 
Until late February 2022, Iryna 
lived with her mom, Alexandra, 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. She enjoys 
contemporary dance and play-
ing the guitar. Iryna hopes that 

her story gives people hope, that even when times are tough, 
you should never give up. Iryna lives in Warsaw with her mom, 
stepdad, baby sister, Mia, and her cat, Messi.

Trevor Ostfeld
is a seventeen-year-old high 
school junior in New York City. 
In March of 2022, three weeks 
after Russia invaded Ukraine, 
Trevor and his dad traveled to 
Poland and Ukraine to deliver 
humanitarian supplies and off er 

support for people displaced by the war. Their group from 
Temple Emanu-El in Closter, New Jersey, met Iryna and 
Alexandra Chernyak in Warsaw. Trevor hopes that sharing 
Iryna’s story will help people understand the impact of war on 
families and young children. Trevor lives in New Jersey with 
his parents, his two younger sisters, Vivian and Evelyn, and 
his dog, Rocket.
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AU T H O R S ’  N O T E

This book is based on a true story.

Between February and March of 2022, more than half of the 
children of Ukraine left their homes to escape violence following 
the Russian invasion. Millions of people crossed the border from 
Ukraine to Poland, almost all of whom were women and children. 

Iryna Chernyak and her mother Alexandra are two of those people.



To the children 
of Ukraine



Have you ever  
met a cat  

that plays soccer?

Introducing—Messi, the dribbling,  
passing, goal-scoring cat!



Have you ever  
met a cat  

that plays soccer?

My family adopted Messi when  
I was eight years old.  



I named her after my  
favorite soccer player, Lionel Messi. 

He just won the World Cup!



She liked to sit on our couch and look 
out the window over the city of Kyiv.

Messi was always an inside cat, 
so she stayed home when I went 

to school and to dance class. 



Time for 
soccer practice!

When my mom got home from work 
and I got home from school, 

Messi would jump off  the couch.



Time for  
soccer practice!



As Messi got bigger, she got better at chasing 
little soccer balls all over our apartment.

Between the 
couch cushions.




